
CONVENTIONAL PISTOL 
 
Rule changes effective 2012 
 
  3.1.4 Distinguished Revolver - The revolver must be 
capable of chambering and firing a 158-grain round nose or 
Semi-Wadcutter .38 Special cartridge. It must be a factory 
manufactured revolver with no external modifications except 
for stocks which may be modified or changed because of the 
size of the competitor’s hand or to facilitate loading. Except 
for stocks and the honing of the sear or sear notch to make a 
more crisp trigger, and maintain a 2 1/2 lb. minimum trigger 
pull, no external or internal modification may be made to the 
revolver as manufactured and sold by the factory of origin. 
No parts may be removed from the revolver, either externally 
or internally, nor may any part be added, with the exception 
of milling the cylinder to accommodate moon clips. 
Specifically prohibited is any system of recoil control based 
upon compensators, barrel venting, barrel porting or weighted 
grips.  Exposed holes that have been drilled and tapped for 
mounting of a scope are not considered to be an external 
modification. 
 
 10.7 Firing Line Procedures and Commands - When 
the command to cease firing is given at the end of a string the 
command is “CEASE FIRING - ARE THERE ANY 
REFIRES? (IF A SHOOTER EXPERIENCES A 
MALFUNCTION, THE SHOOTER SHALL RAISE 
NON-SHOOTING HAND AND NOT ATTEMPT TO 
CLEAR PISTOL UNTIL IT HAS BEEN CLEARED BY 
A RANGE OFFICIAL) - UNLOAD - CYLINDERS OPEN 
- MAGAZINES OUT - SLIDES BACK - EMPTY 
CHAMBER INDICATORS IN PLACE - GUNS ON THE 
TABLE.” The Range Officer then asks “IS THE LINE 
SAFE ON THE RIGHT? IS THE LINE SAFE ON THE 
LEFT?” On this command all Assistant Range Officers and 
scorers check their competitors to make sure each one obeys 
the command before signaling the Range Officer that their 
portion of the firing line is safe. When all Assistant Range 
Officers and scorers have given a signal that the range is safe, 
the Range Officer commands “THE LINE IS SAFE, GO 
FORWARD, SCORE TARGETS AND PASTE” (or 
“CHANGE”). 
 
 10.10 Procedure in Case of Defective Cartridge, 
Disabled Pistol or Malfunction in Timed and Rapid Fire – 
(a)  In the event of a defective cartridge (Rule 9.4), disabled 
pistol (Rule 9.5), or malfunction (Rule 9.6), before a string is 
completed in timed or rapid fire, the competitor shall be 
privileged to fire another five shot string, provided he 
assumes the “Ready” position and calls the Range Officer by 
holding up the non-shooting hand at the end of the time 
period. The Range Officer will inspect the pistol, and may 
even ask that the pistol be fired, if satisfied that there is a 
disabled pistol, defective cartridge, malfunction, or optical 
sight failure, will determine the number of unfired cartridges 
remaining in the pistol or bullets that have failed to leave the 
barrel. If at any time during Timed or Rapid Fire, if a 
competitor attempts to clear a malfunction with non-shooting 
hand they will be denied a re-fire. The competitor will then 
fire another complete five shot string on the same target. The 
competitor may attempt to complete firing per Rule 10.11 
 
  23.1 Eligibility – Only individuals who are eligible for 
NRA Pistol Competition Pursuant to Section 2 of the NRA 
Pistol Rules, competing in the NRA National Outdoor Pistol 

Championships, NRA Registered State Outdoor Pistol 
Championship Tournaments or NRA Pistol Regionals, shall 
be eligible to compete in this program. 
 

APPENDIX 
 
 

NRA/USA 
CIVILIAN PISTOL TEAM PROGRAM 

 
(2nd change paragraph to read) 
The top 10 eligible competitors in each class (Master, Expert, 
Sharpshooter and Marksman) entered in the NRA National 
Pistol Championships at Camp Perry, Ohio, will be selected 
as an NRA/USA National Civilian Pistol Team. 


